1642-45) RELATION OF 1643-44 63

Letter of M. DC. XLIV.

Y REVEREND FATHER,

M Last year, I sent the Relation to your Rev-

erence; but when the bearers were captured
or killed on the way by the enemies, the Angels
of Heaven happily made it fall into the hands of
Father Isaac Jogues, to serve him as some consolation
in his captivity, and to show him the fruits of his
Apostolic labors and sufferings. We [140] afterward
sent a second copy, but we do not know what became
of it. We have every reason to fear that the same
accidents will happen this year. Therefore, in order
to attempt every possible means of giving your Rev-
erence some news of us, since I have not received
more ample notes from our Fathers for a new Rela-
tion, I now send a few words in advance, to give you
some idea of the present state of the affairs of God
in this country.

War continued its usual ravages during the Sum-
mer. The Iroquois, who are the enemies of these
tribes, have closed all the passages and avenues of
the River that leads to Kebec; and of those whom
the necessity of obtaining goods from France had
compelled to close their eyes to these dangers, many
have fallen therein. Most of the others have come
back entirely naked, or pierced with arquebus balls,
after having escaped seven or eight times from the
hands and the cruelties of those barbarians.

There was no less desolation throughout the



